Dear Jerry, 


2/12/72 


for ^.°^f f ^ 3 come this «.m. I'll lay it aside 

only slowly. Ilowovor, therc'are r^voral thing- I r^V-° ** ' cmab ' which is progressing 

Phoned yesterday, and the vist of bJZ addres 5 ed ^e^tely when you 

comaon optician and coxung ~ 

I think it wan Churchill who one--' cm-fd •Fi,-, g.,_xi_... , ’ , 

ahead ha could also see One of the fL- ^ f Dack one could see » the farther 

drawn upon. While T 'm invokin'- X °- , " a / £ * n l ^ i ^ es 0i a®a is the experience that can be 
^ U wwro is also A1 Smith ana "Let's look at the record". 

get and^sfj?’ BiTfrfond^ * ** letxers 3X0 of the kind few neopie like to 

o -awou Lj.±un.G.£i OisJJJre di n.-rn^rri vr> n n -i- . _ , . . ” 

Lattiner flap, bears out their sometime- u«ofu3n’<.<- V- i especially in the recent 

when you arc here I invito van “1 lu f'' kJ>JO !*• y° u doubt this is not unique, 

my getting what I think is the character of the correspondence which led to 

ydt gotten. Add wldS it S 1®*?-°“* “** stuff of us has 

every way possible, it hae _ ’ "f 1,0 ^ovi uown on me and to interfere in 

Until my workxfcrtix is in erlnt,^^^^-.^^ much I .. think: of aie greatest significance. 

seen some. Howard lias seen" about „r: ^ “ST 01 X ? co , tha ®° 1 ljavti not * You have 


seen some. Howard lias seen about all 
J>us appraisal o And ask rn w ±f t 


tix cirn&te som 


-urces mid whether. 


cuia roau almost all ox what 1 have written on it. &k 
0 /, a mumj ^ Yul response to a polite latter to my 


ever able to coT „> "TJ 7* t & ° "* Bas not ' until 1 got real nasty that w 

Archives was holdin-Aack on Just this past week 1 something the 

It is important, and Set hi K a position to toll them to. 

lone I have gotten fron the idiw- f,.,~ ,f^Z* SAtjK> }^ 1 1 sedn it. By this neons 

no others have seen. I have^red-on to boli-l 0til03 ? IliiVe ^ “W knowledge and 

x-o^^ou .0 o^iiavo tiiat not even let timer did. . 

You Inow about all tho flowers bloovir ■- t ..+ x x 
I knew him when wo wore both v 0 „n^r -w ^InT/xr* ““ s fci nn * n g of oats, re McMillan 

was then a fortune to marry , x M iress who. gave up what 

lie, inadvertently, disclosed ho T ^ ^ 1 , 0 ^ uc ^^o]aerP^isciila .ohnnon, and 

not know these people! ‘nor h™! ^ °f “ 0i f e to 1/0Sierl ° f wealth. You do 


were 


_ 

— -- oo you laioi/ what the have boon into p-m-c 
nasty tbxn/js vo.tli i^arina and •? vi 4-i nr , rv_ T# -* p „ * 

contracts in 8 countries before d^tfcd ^ ' n ’ it ^ a ^alty had book, with 

called a "happy contract" from the i'to-Lifd mbi 0ii Af” ^-p'oll and what he 

it has is at least as great as tha+ for iv,-.T-d “ nouse. xno poto -tial for attention 

tiiat only the exception and facial -y ruinous iffk lLa,;iiCati0n3 f®. 

more than §100,000, that bein'* the ~ , "°* j£o * x ‘° !f Cl - 1 - tn lnvosisjcnt of 

day will have to do. 'Sat c^t £ f ^ ^ ^stand what Double- 

know that «<^i is desparate, beoaus<"'"hs ’-nows t° A ^ up ... to ' wMch 1 know.But I also 

lati and his present", earliest forecast for i+ i ^ b0 °X i “ ^ three years 
he is offering Kay fabulous hourly rates for conferees ^ 0 S^r^ o Af t ^ Ct ‘ iat “ afidence » 
assassination . Prank ditto. I have these things t n -, ly - ! ? ! urscuss uie 

and prompt accounts of McM*« „w r™ , 1, /J.xesx^n, ^ i also have regular 

**?.>**"' «or do vou Lt S’SaSS^K iLfiS;: W S! f of “ a “* « ?> 

I did mto iv for a purpose. Then let nc- *et to the «!-« art x° 

you want to skin a cat. They you decide if there a S * you ieoidc if 

in mind, if you arc not merely - sadist +h»*'*™ X 7 ° U want to skin » heaiinng 

^ ^ Y- duet the ***? * ^ 

roaliy want. Jow I had a limited and special ^rpose ‘in '£vZ fi ^ 

xirs. xottor, toe ovher being entirely different' In doar-c^r and +}% •! ^ ^ f‘ y 

he said o± that, which came back to r* c promotl** »pi r ^ 2 ‘ oyXild oy what 

it, tho part you probably objoctod to rrtrfil, t 1 “J °f ^ bcobratoly. I «ood ..o-t of 
qaotas. « I ted . subAdiary J 7 *** 

“ v<i,y ' T “ Th " t “ *!- 


did some pro tty 



a y main purpose I am not now telling you. In time I will. But first of all, I want 

you to think about it on your own, be g i nning with the aseiL.ptioii that maybe I am not just 

nuts or ilj.- tempered. I think, especially for my years an experience, 1 am much more 
floxr ole ouaii you, in everything except bone. I hold positions and argue them strongly, as 
hii. nil.. t-iL. you, but he will also toll you tint I yield and change, sometimes z£a 

* , utw „iia_ Cii-ingin^, my- axnn on reflection, a lias had many such experience. And 

he is c-ver so much more flexible than you. Recently he began doing his own thinking on a 
B ? J0 5. tO ? lC f 1 U 1 '° h ho striagly disagreeing with me. lie lias, on his own, now swung 

aruunu adorns >, ;0. v > to uy view. Shore are cases the other \;a$, especially in POST i-iUSELil 
‘ L " aVe a f° 0 P“f Q views on many changes. Your, as you leam more and find vou are’ 
sauc - th “es both very well and very successfully, are getting a bit big for your 
miosies. ou niivcjio monopoly. Wo arc all that way at some point in our lives, most often 
an tue oeguuong of maturity. Some of us n.vor clangs. You have also recently lot yourself 
be taken in by more people than I have commented on in yesterday* a comment on your oioco. 


!ot m digress to toll you that I dropped .vorything fco do.it, with the intent 


.Ipful. I have not 


a ox - okampio, unpacked from Monday* a trip to Wilmington. You are 


*~ ot °^°^ e ^ gotten a response from CBS. Mine cob© from a higher lov-rl, and I 

have not, answered that. I did not get around to remind Graham that ho lias rot kept 3d.s 
promise until after 1 wrote you yesterday. This is something you bavo never done* with any 
oi my or-xi ,s when 1 naked it of you, and I am busier and more tired than you. 

i did tills not only as a personal favor to you but because I feu! a responsibility to 
my younger friends. That responsibility begins with not giving them any ahit‘, which, from 
your account oj. vac reactions to your general fine Tinea peicea, i: 


^ -- * — iKxwffl, juj what every one your 

senior diu, ana you should be asking yourself why. tod there are and have been serious 
problems in me critical community you should try to understand if you arc to bo y.art of 
it, try to understand its causes end toots, and then try not to make it worse. There is 
nothing you or anyone else can do to nake it bettor. • 

iiow it obviously is easier for me to sit down, if I have a view I want to Prevail, and, 
* Ltn y oweVGr ;w carbons necessary, set shorn forth. I have learned first of all that there 
are tnoso who, JJ. 1 say day, will say night. Itieye arc those who automatically opoone al- 
e°s i Bay, And there are others who believe I try to impose my views on others. 

In anuition, 1 do not consider myself incapable or error or wrong judgement. Therefore, 
especially witn the younger ones, the only ones with whom I now have any real contact, I 
asm tnay you think for yourselves. This in something you should bo doing anyway. For your 
own purposes and in getting practise at analyzing tilings and because it' is the wav, if you 
ar.-. so dispose-.-, you con help me. this or not as you so fit on *<c illan, because what 
is done is uone. 1 no not and never did expect any answer from him. With the book he has 
planned, he ... be crazy to answer, and my earlier correspondence Is of a different character 
Comply just came, family, . nd I haw. to know off. I ad: one thing: hot one of the senior 
critics . respond©- t to ry request that tlioy think through the problems that can follow any 
access to tlio autopsy stuff by anyone, especially G yril. Neither Cyril nor Sylvia has ovon 
askea my reasons. And only today did Hoch ask them. I think my first alarum was six months 
ago.^I^ suggest tins moans more than one thing, but once above all, that It is not I who am 
urn-miAing to listen to other views and to argue them. Bu t conin/r with any possible problem 
.ns been my chore jjlQne. I suggest that from what you know of and have soon, which is not 
everything, it is possible to deduce that Inhave done it with more success than a powerless, 
corrupt has any reason to expect ho can. I suggest that there are a few of us who" had the 
: C0 f^ 0 : J ~ n tne l^ttiraer things into a big plus for us, and not one was unselfish 
^ “ J ‘l make lt possible or to even ask if it could be possible. I accomplished nothing 
with wna z you would regard as polite letters. They were pointed or row*, and to date they 
^avo accomplished the intended purposes. I hew to the Ecclesiastes philosophy. I suggest it 
is goou resume ior the newly mature and maturing. You don t have to Vliov© It, but vou 
snould considor it. This in one of th’ reasons I write some of the letters you do not' like, 
xot lot »> ask you to look at the other oido. You wrote nice letters to everyone. What did 
any one get you of any consequence? They made you feel good and important, but they atouped 
no tningl witness LeoiiardJ and told us nothing of value. Best, Htf 



